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The Rolling Stone of the Arab Spring's Revolutions 

Perspectives of Relations between 'Democratic' Islamists and  the USA: 
Americaphobia versus Islamophobia 

By  Mohammad Mustafa 

1. Introduction: Could you get up America and see who is knocking the door ? 

on June 30, 1989 a coup d'état  led by Islamists , often called 'Muslim Brothers' 

overthrew the elected government of the Sudan and  established  a new junta rule 

which continued  governing this  wretched Afro-Arab country for more than 21 

years  and still currently in power. Review of classic political literature of the 

Islamists reveals that until late 1980s, the military coup was not excluded as a 

preferred approach for Islamists to hold power in Arab countries, though they 

could not attempt this method in countries other than the Sudan.  

In less than two years following the Sudanese coup , Islamists of Algeria made a 

remarkable historical shift when they approved for the Arab-Islamic World that 

they  can also grip governance through electoral democratic campaigns, but their 

vast winning in Algeria was immediately demolished.  In January 2006  elections 

for the Palestinian Legislative Council, gave Hamas , the Islamist movement,  a 

resounding victory over Fatah, winning 76 seats to Fatah’s 43 , but again this win 

was hampered and Hamas has been  isolated  to undertake  domination  in  Gaza 

only where it has to encounter two opponents: the Israelites , and their compatriot  

Fatah which took control over  the West Bank.  

Americans, as Islamists image them , have always been against Islamists as rulers 

whether they come to power through coups or elections. Islamists say that  the 

USA conducted indifferently in 1990/91 about the suppression of the Islamist 

victory in Algeria, and did not recognize Hamas electoral winning  , instead,  the 

US  turned  very supporting to Israel in its war of attrition against Gaza. Also it set 

aside Sudan blacklisted, and overthrew Taliban of  Afghanistan by  forceful 

military  means. In 1993 Islamists read Samuel Huntington's thesis about 'clash of 

civilizations' regarded it a vivid conspiratorial American proposal against the 

Islam , and Islamists mostly, nonetheless, this thesis expects , and does not call for 

what Islamists have understood.   

Today, the US  looks around in the Middle East to find that Islamists are not only 

ruling in the Sudan and Gaza,  but they are also coming to power in Arab countries 

which have already witnessed Arab spring's revolutions. In Tunisia, Egypt, 

Morocco, and Kuwait Islamists have recently become leading in parliaments of 

these countries, and it is strongly anticipated  that they are going  to control power 

in Libya,  Yemen, Syria, and many other Arab and  Muslim countries.   

The coming of the new 'democratic' Islamists may arise new furious feeling in the 

western countries and Israel. Adding to this, 'Islamophobia' is expected to upsurge 
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if we bear in mind that in two decades onward the world's Muslim population will  

touch two billion  approximately, a threshold for the Islam to ride up  in few years 

afterward  to be the topmost  religion worldwide in terms of numbers of followers.   

2. Americaphobia and  Islamophobia: 

'Americaphobia', a term belongs to glossary of the 'conspiracy theory' which 

speculates , in its Arab-Islamic  version,  that 'there is a  set forth strategy led by 

the new colonial  powers, i.e. America, Israel, and their European allies to keep 

Arab and Muslim countries under their control,  prevent them from being stable, 

and keeping them separated and slowly developing'. Thus,  the term 

'Americaphobia' denotes the extreme prejudice against the American policy as an 

anti-Arab-Islam systemic  orientation.   

In fact , the American intrusive policy in Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan, Palestine, 

Yemen, and Iran gives strong impression among many Arabs and Muslims that the 

US has a previously determined  policy against Islamic systems. Adding to this, 

the American generous support to Israel strengthens the idea of conspiracy in the 

minds of the Islamists and others such as  leftists Arabs including socialists, 

Ba'athists, and Nasirists who share  Islamists their fears of America. On the other 

side, Americans claim that they are not against the Islam , and they only react 

rather than they act against Islamists.   

Without any  biases to Muslims or Islamists,  Americaphobia  looks mild and  

more justifiable than Islamophobia which denotes  a phenomenon disseminated 

among some Americans and Europeans with  strong hate of the Islam and 

Muslims.  This state of mind comes from a bizarre false concept which speculates 

that Muslims are terrorists. Whereas Americaphobia is referred to politics, 

Islamophopia is extra precarious because it is preoccupied by prejudice  towards  

people and culture, somehow racial, too generalizing,   and persistent. Equally,  

the both states of mind  are illusory, but noone can deny their wide spreading. 

3. The US and the Arab spring's revolutions:  

Arab spring's  revolutions  took the world by surprise, but the vast victory of 

Islamists in elections in Arab countries was plainly expected. At the rise of the 

revolutions, leaders of Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen, and Syria used Islamists as 

a scarecrow [faza'a   in Arabic]  when each  cried  out,  

"Those so called revolutionists are not more than a combination of 

outlaws including Muslim Brothers, and terrorists of AL-Qaeda 

faction . If we allow them fall the  constant  ruling system , the 

country and the region will be shredded , and every one   including 

Israel will be insecure ''.  
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This 'S.O.S'  (call for help) was repeatedly said by leaders Z. Bin Ali, H. Mubarak, 

M. Gadhafi, A.A. Saleh, and B. Al-Assad respectively. The statement is primarily 

said to address the US and the Europeans  seeing that they are going to stand 

against the revolution as far as it threatens  the regime and  will bring to power the 

Islamists, the enemies of the western powers. Reversibly, the addressees, 

particularly Barack Obama, the US president  responded  in support of the 

revolutions saying that the US is capable to deal with the Islamists.  

Presumably, supporting  Arab spring's  revolutions by western powers was not an 

ill-advised  standpoint  for at least three  reasons: [1] the Arab ruling regimes were 

not only repulsive by the vast majority of their  publics, but also  too violent to 

suppress the protesters,  [2]  the Arab rulers were  not democratic to defend them, 

and [3] the victory of the revolutionary powers  was inevitable  and it was  wise 

enough to look forward to maintain interests with the newly emergent powers. 

Tactlessly , Russia, Iran and China did not understand these lessons with regard to 

their support to the Syrian regime, but indeed, they will  change their tunes and 

convert to pro-revolution when the regime becomes feeble.         

When Americans addressed Mubarak and others that they would be capable to 

deal with the Islamists  they meant two effects: First , they have the aptitude to 

bridge the gap between  their parts  and be associates in exchange of trust and 

mutual interests; and second,  they are ready to encounter any challenges resulting 

from the  hold of power by the Islamists. Some analysts proposed that the US has 

recently become certainly convinced about Islamists as  a truly very important 

socio-political power to consider as a role player  in the Islamic World.  In fact , 

How to deal with Islamists requires first to understand them, and their advance-

ment in Arab-Muslim countries. 

4. The causes of the revolutions versus the causes of the Islamist winning:  

It is too naïve to say that Arab spring's revolutions were a domino effect of an act 

initiated by Mohammad Bo-Azizy,  a Tunisian young man who chose to protest 

against the regime by committing  suicide,  burning himself. We had better to 

summon up that he was not a 'Muslim Brother' as far as Islamists preclude  suicide 

sighted it a sinful act unless it becomes the only one possible way to fight the 

enemy.  That Tunisian suicide event was  simply the subjective  factor of the 

revolution, or as the proverb goes, "The straw that broke the camel's back",  while 

the objective factors include a wide variety of accumulated pitfalls such as non-

democratic rule, endless monopoly of authority exercise, high rate of jobless ones, 

violation of human rights, economic depression, negligence of youth's needs, 

corruption, autocracy, social disintegration, and disengagement of the rulers in 

genuine national concerns. In Yemen, and above these drawbacks,  the protesters  

have great fears that their country is susceptible to separation, and it might become  

the main resort for Al-Qaeda.    
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Astonishingly, Islamists did not start the uprising movements which  overthrew 

Bin Ali, Mubarak, Gadhafi, and Saleh. Surely , Bashar Al-Assad will catch up 

soon. Islamists are too reluctant to initiate such a revolt  action  for two reasons : 

[1] The religious reason or the doctrine based on the belief  that revolt against the 

ruler is a sinful proscribed act according to Prophet Mohammad's (P&P) 

instructions. This belief is widely accepted by orthodox  Islamists (Salafieyens)   

[= ancestorists ] , a traditionally allied faction with the Muslim Brothers ; and  [2] 

The sanctuary political motive which calls Islamists to avoid any actions that can 

lead to a destructive reaction. Islamists of Syria, for instance , believe that they  

had committed a deadly movement in 1982 when they dissented in the town of 

Hamah against Hafiz Al-Assad's regime  which  viciously smashed  them in mass.   

Youth, particularly the  independent  non-organized clusters, composed the  main 

nucleus of the protesting campaigns. They, in general are non-ideologist, disloyal 

to the ruling party, well skilled in use of information technology and 

communication through concise messages of mobile phones, and certainly, well 

aware about  the internal and global political affairs.  

Unlike the late 20
th
 century's  youth, the new generation has its own approach to 

deal with politics. The previous generation expressed its interest in politics by 

joining parties, while the new one has a distinct interest in knowledge rather than 

in belongingness to ideological and organized groups. However , It is too early to 

say that being a member in a political party has become an old fashion since a 

good deal of youth in Arab countries are still joining  various parties, but  of 

course,  in lesser  proportions if contrasted with the past's.  Islamists, in particular, 

are especially attentive  to collect membership to their organizations, a trend that  

may interpret one of the factors that make them  preserve better access to win 

elections.  

Soon after they had launched their demonstrations, independent youth found that 

their protest began to attract thousands and then millions of new protesters 

including of course the  Islamists who then comprised the vast majority of the 

demonstrators against the rulers. Today, Islamists tell you obviously, "We did not 

start  the revolution, but we were there in the mid of the dissenters. We did not 

grow that tree , but we have allowed ourselves to  harvest its fruits".  

5. Why have Islamists won the elections?  

Amusingly, Islamists do not   bother  themselves by answering this question  as far 

as they believe that their victory is a God's reward  because they obeyed what the 

God (Allah) has obliged  them to do, and what they must not . However,  their 

competitors are more concerned about studying the factors that led them to win.  

American writings about the causes of the Islamists' winning are still  scanty and 

somehow superefficient. They attributed the phenomenon to poverty, illiteracy, 

poor democratic culture, and even counterfeiting the ballots.  
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Factors such as class antagonism, religious aspirations among voters , and Israel's 

effects are seldom questioned in the western analyses. The role of Israelite anta-

gonistic policy towards the Palestinians and its impact on attitudes of the Arabs 

towards Islamists, have  never been calculated as factors  because American 

analysts are too sensitive to be accused of anti-Semitism. To say it frankly, the 

more the Israelites and Americans be hostile towards  the Islamists, the more the 

latter gains sympathy of the publics.  

There are two sets of factors behind the winning of the Islamists : the intrinsic, i.e. 

factors related to points of strength in the Islamist parties, and the extrinsic, mainly 

factors related to points of weakness of their competitors.  Intrinsic  factors 

include : [1] exploitation of the religion , [2] accumulation of wealth which affords 

them good capacity to finance electoral campaigns, [3] candidacy, or the genuine 

socio-political aptitude to work for the  party  and the community, [4] tangible 

increase of women's participation as voters having especial conviction in 

religiously devoted leaders, and [5] exploitation of the formal and informal 

facilities such as mosques, educational institutions, regular (non-secular) 

benevolent NGOs, and religious programs in governmental and independent 

media, and  [6] The socio-political eagerness  of mass people to be ruled by decent  

democratic leaders, vis-à-vis Islamists' manifestation of decency as exclusively 

theirs.   

Added to these factors , a further subsidiary external  element  which is  the  well 

reputed models of Malaysia (since  Mahathir Mohammad) and Turkey (since 

Necmettin Erbakan), later succeeded by the Justice and Development Party (JDP 

=AKP) led by Rajab Tayyip Erdoğan who with Mahathir, are believed to be the 

most renowned moderate Islamists. Thus, it is not by chance to observe that 

Muslim Brothers of Egypt, Morocco, and Libya renaming their newly 

reconstructed parties after Erdoğan's.    

Extrinsic factors include : [1] poor organization of their competitors, [2] wide 

spread of corruption among the ruling officials, [3] failure of the governments in 

achieving development, and economical growth, [4] Israel and its aggressive 

behavior against the Palestinians in Gaza and the occupied lands, [5] retraction of 

the ideological groups such as socialists, communists, Ba'athists, Nasirists, 

reformists and liberals, and [6] other social factors such as illiteracy, rural 

emigrants, and unemployment.  

6. Contemporary history of the American-Islamist relations: 

The first Islamist group of  Muslim Brotherhood was organized by Hassan Al-

Banna in Ismailia, Egypt in 1926, be later imitated in other Arab countries mainly 

by some Arab youth who came back to their countries after completion of their 

higher education in Egypt.  From late 1920s to 1945, the region of the Middle East 
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had minor importance for the USA because most of its countries were under the 

auspices of the colonial powers, mainly Britain and France. Yet , the  region  was 

not an important oil producer, and Israel was not existing. After 1948 , the US 

began to have some interest in the region, not only as a strategic central position, 

but also as an oil producer, marketplace, and a location of allied powers  including 

Iran, Turkey, and of course Israel.  

The American first appealing attention to the Islamists originated in the American 

foreign policy targeting creation of relations with anti-communist groups, hitherto, 

history  of these  relations falls in four  overlapping  'chapters'  as follows:  

1. Islamists as an allied anti-communist faction  (1945-1979), 

2. The period  of suspicion  (1979- 1990) when Islamists  continued to be  

loyal to anti-communism, but somehow anti-imperialist too.  At least there were 

three reasons to make them  have some doubts about the Americans during this 

period : (a) Defeat of Arab armies by Israel in 1967 and occupation of the Arab 

lands including Jerusalem, where the Aqsa Holy Mosque is located, (b) Victory of 

the Islamic revolution in Iran 1979 led by Aito-Allah Khomeini who displayed, on 

one hand, strong offensive attitudes towards the US called it the 'Grand Devil', and 

the especial enthusiasm  towards Islamic parties on the other hand , nevertheless, 

these parties were Sunni, whereas the Iranian revolutionists were Shiites
1
, and (c) 

The good relationship between the US and the  ruling systems in Arab countries 

where Islamists were severely treated , e.g. in Egypt. 

3. The period  of  terrorism  (1991- 2011) following the fall of the Soviet  

Union , and witnessed the rise of Americaphobia, vividly  manifested by  

September 11 attacks. The period also witnessed the emergence of  Islamophobia 

as a psychic-political  reaction to a series of terrorist attacks attributed to Islamist  

militant factions. 

4. The age of Arab spring's  revolutions (2011-       ), a recently commenced 

history by  the support of the US  to the revolutions, supposed to be accompanied 

by the willingness of the Islamists to constitute new relations with the western 

powers. 

                                                           
1
 Of 1.4 billion Muslims worldwide 84 % is Sunni, 15 % Shiite, and 1% others. The difference between Shiite and 

Sunni sects is secondary , and, thus, it does not afflict the fundamentals , but this sectarian difference  is 

sometimes  exaggerated in western writings , and even might have been  used politically by the US to isolate Iran 

and bring it to confrontation with the Saudi Arabia.  Apparently observed,  the vast majority of Muslims are 

precautious against the western outlook  that perceives them as antagonistic divisions.  However the  current  

disparity  between some Islamic parts is completely political though it looks somehow as a conflict between the 

Shiites and the Sunnis. Notice also that Muslim Brothers'  discourse (the Sunni)  is more stuffed by criticism of Saudi 

Arabia's  policies  than by Iran's.(the Shiite).   
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7. Checklists of anti-stereotypes:  

7. A Islamists want Americans to admit that:    

 Americans are not colonist  and their western civilization can co-exist with the 

Islam, and they are willing  to come into dialogue with the Islamic civilization. 

 The US, by all  means recognizes  Islamists as elected political powers, and 

will do everything to keep them up as rulers, or partners in governments. 

 The US policy is not too interfering in affairs of Arab states , and it tolerates 

Islamists control their countries according to their own  interests  whenever 

that does not disserve American interests.  

 The US supports  Israel but not against the rights of the Palestinians,  and will 

allocate tangible regard to Arab-Muslim weights. 

 Inherited agreements with Israel are not scriptural texts, and they can be 

reviewed and subjected to at least change if not cancellation.   

 The US does  not punish the publics who voted for  Islamists  by cease  of  

assistance to  the country, nor it  imposes  severe security measures against 

citizens belonging to countries where Islamists are leading. 

 The Americans do not back the competitors of the Islamists by any means of 

illegal support. 

 

7.B.  Americans and national non-Islamists competitors want Islamists to admit 

that: 

 Islamists  learned  not to learn any thing from Islamic models of Taliban, Iran, 

and the Sudan, and they are genuine  to ensure practically their refusal  of 

these models.  

 If Islamists are very fascinated by the 'Islamist' models of  Malaysia and 

Turkey , they agree that  these countries have very strong relations with the 

western powers. 

 Creation of  coalition governments with other blocs  is better than a single-

handed prototype governance.   

 Islamists  weigh up what others want from them  and they will be good makers 

of  diplomacy.    

 Flexibility is a key success factor to maintain good foreign policy, and that  

Islamists  are  double-jointed politicians. 
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 Islamists do not have a tendency to abolish the previously sanctioned agree-

ments with Israel, and they will not barricade the peace process. 

 Islamists are enthusiastic  to democracy  as a prime political  value , and they 

will work to develop it to a fully fledged system. Accordingly, Islamists 

respect and advance democratic practices instead of  just exploiting them to 

hold power. 

 Rights of non-Muslim minorities  are constitutionally guaranteed against any 

formal or social  discriminating  internal policies and/or acts.  

 Islamists are liberal to maintain and develop human and civic rights,  and 

personal freedoms.  

 Islamists cannot  easily be  more preoccupied by trifle issues (e.g. women's 

veil ('hijab') than by major issues (e.g. unemployment). 

 If Islamists are standing by to create  good relations with Iran, these relations  

will not be used against the American interests. 

 Islamists are partners in the international efforts for prohibition of Iran from 

possessing a nuclear weapon.  

 If Islamists turn governors, American interests in Arab countries will not 

become vulnerable to termination.  

 Islamists are not  apt enough, and they have  zero experiences to rule countries 

through democracy. Hence, they  certainly need consultancy of the Americans 

to avoid  bringing their countries into a spiral  of troubles.  

 Islamists accept the international terms of  reference on terrorism  and  they 

want to be cooperative agents  with western powers in combating terrorism. 

 Empowerment of women, and policies targeting development of their particip-

ating roles, and freedoms  are  respected ends. 

 Islamists  have raised their spirits  towards art and sports, henceforth  movie, 

music, dance, painting, sculpture, sports , and civil cultural activities will also 

advance under the Islamist rule.   

 Islamists  refute practically their  tendency to  prefer having cold relations with 

the US to cooperative relations  because they might have acknowledged that 

showing antagonism against America brings  voters to their polls. 
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8. Conclusion:   Future Perspectives: 

Currently , it seems that Americaphobia and Islamophobia are snowballing  due to  

the upcoming of  additional Islamists to power in the Middle Eastern countries. 

Fortunately, It is not necessary that  the realization of this supposition is  feasible.  

The evident support of the US to the Arab spring's revolutions , which mainly 

utilized by Islamists, creates a new history of positive  relations between Islamists 

and the western powers. This may cause some worries in Israel, but Israel should 

also change  itself  along with development of democracy in the region.  

Therefore , the  future of Americaphobia versus Islamophobia depends on how the 

two parts: Islamists and Americans understand each other, and seek  establishment 

of good relations through  joint courses of actions. We can not ask Muslims, and 

Islamists in particular to disregard their Americaphobia without having Americans 

on the other side do some efforts to improve their distorted image in the  minds of  

Muslims.  Likewise, Islamists  need to ascertain for the Americans that they are 

also democratic, liberal minded, good  people of a noble culture/civilization, and 

so cooperative  to combat terrorism. 

 

 

 

For adding comments please go back to homepage or send to  
mmovoice@gmail.com 


